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VOLUNTEER-BASED LITERACY PROGRAMS’ ROLES IN SERVING ADULTS WITH
LEARNING DISABILITIES

Referral Linkages

Volunteer-based programs seek ways

to assist students to obtain the non -

instruction help needed to reach their

goals. Relationships are formed with:

e Agencies offering vision &
hearing screening

*  Licensed professionals who
perform reduced cost diagnosis

*  Local Medicaid offices

¢ Local Vocational Rehabilitation
Offices

e Social service/welfare agencies

Service Linkages

Agreements may be sought with other

adult basic and literacy education

programs for the purpose of

implementing collaborative efforts

involving:

e  Volunteer/staft training

e Resource development

e Screening

e Instruction

e Instructional adaptations /
accommodations

Volunteer-based program that makes systemic
change to better serve adults with disabilities will:

Become knowledgeable about learning
disabilities and their impact on adults
e Ensure that the program complies with all

Resource Linkages

Volunteer-based programs may seek
ways to enhance their services
through additional funding from:

e Public education, human
services, or vocational
rehabilitation

e Local, state, and national level
professional organizations

*  Private funding sources

disability-related laws

*  Develop a plan that identifies which needs of
the adult with LD the literacy program can
meet and which needs should be addressed
through other resources in the community

e Institute screening procedures

e Establish LD referral processes

e Identify instruction and materials effective
for adults with LD

e Offer instructional adaptations and
accommodations

*  Modify tutor and staff training

e Enhance tutor/student support systems, such

as closer supervision and in-service

Informational Linkages

Efforts will be made to keep up to

date about issues, procedures, and

products that could be of assistarce to

adults with learning disabilities.

Programs will:

*  Subscribe to LD-related
discussion lists

*  Be placed on mailing lists for
newsletters and catalogues

e Attend pertinent workshops and
training sessions
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